SYNTHETIC RUBBER COMMITTEE
Industry Profile
Malaysia is currently the world's ninth largest consumer of all rubber, following China,
USA, Japan, and the fifth largest consumer of natural rubber behind China, the USA,
and Japan. Malaysia is a global player in the export of high quality, competitively priced
rubber and rubber products to the international market.
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Due to the large quantity of planted rubber trees in Malaysia, the consumption of
synthetic rubber (which is a petrochemical-based extraction) lags behind the
consumption of natural rubber. This phenomenon happens as there are fewer producers
of synthetic rubber in Malaysia. However, the consumption of synthetic rubber is
increasing year by year due to the research and developments done by the related
organisation in promoting and enhancing the usefulness of synthetic rubber in the
market.

Producers in the Market
Since the synthetic rubber market is small in Malaysia, there are only 2 major producers
which are Synthomer and Revertex. Synthomer is a major producer of styrenebutadiene (SBR) and acrylonitrile-butadiene (nitrile) latex, with around 50 years of
experience and a particular strength in specialty applications. Synthomer is also a global
leader in nitrile latex for dipped gloves as well as in SBR latex for construction. Their
main plant for nitrile latex, and the largest of its kind in the world, is located at Kluang,
Malaysia.
Future Outlook
The synthetic rubber is excellent for certain purposes, but it is not yet as satisfactory as
natural rubber for general purposes, such as tyres. Efforts have been made to improve
efficiency, productivity, and new product development in the downstream activities to
produce high value-added and high-technology rubber products such as for engineering,
construction, and marine applications. R&D is also required to comply with stringent
standards and regulations imposed by export markets, particularly in the EU.

